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SIR, 


B'S. o have long been repreſented « as the . £ 


7 champion of liberty in England. —In 


| the opinion of your friends you were ſacri- 
ficed a few years ago, becauſe you nobly 
_ refuſed to conſent to a diminution of that 
power, which we the people of England 
pPioſſeſs in this happy conſtitution.Govern- 
ment however had for ſome time been car 
ried on, notwithſtanding your oppoſition, 
with a remarkable degree of unanimity ; and 
even Mr. Fox, who cannot be ſuppoſed to 


entertain very favourable ſentiments for the 


miniſter, ſpoke of his conduct at the com- 


A 3 mencement 


tc} 


| mencement of the preſent ſeſſion in terms To 

great approbation. The proſpect has been 

po ſuddenly. clouded, and I am free to confeſs, 
that Mr. Pitt's populari ity has lately received 
4 blow, from which it will not immediately 


recover. 


IETI, I profeſs, avery long inclination 

| to ſtate to the public the true grounds of the 

late warmly-conteſted diſputes in Parliament, 
and in Leadenhall- ſtreet; but before I pro- ” 
ceed I muſt implore your pardon, if un- 
| intentionally one hbellous expreſſion ſhould _ 

eſcape my pen. 1 had long conceived, _ 
deed, that ſuch a requeſt to Mr. Fox, of all 


men living, would have been unneteflary ;— z— 


but after what has lately happened you will 
pardon me for making it; and you will, * 


: Ho, - receive it with indulgence. | 


a IT was . on an indian queſtion, 
to avoid a very full diſcuſſion of your cele- 
brated Bill; but it is with ſome ſurpriſe I 
haue heard it aſſerted out of doors, that what 


has recently happened is a full juſtification 


of that bill, and that your friends will go 


down to the next election with it in their 
hands, 
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hands, as their belt recommendation. F rom 


whence could ſuch a deluſion ariſe? If I can ; 
truſt my own ears, a majority of thoſe gen- 1 
tlemen who divided with you, did ſo upon 
terms which, though they do them infinite 
honour, can afford very little cauſe of tri- 
1 umph to the avowed friends of Mr. Fox 
They left Mr. Pitt becauſe they conceived 
that he was attempting to obtain a part of 
that patronage by ſap, the whole of which 
* Mr. Fo ox would have taken by ſtorm. „„ 


Pr nnr me very ſhortly to explats what 


T you would have taken, and what Mr. Pitt 
4 has legally obtained. g 


i 18 amongſt the firſt 4 virtues 


that a ſtateſman can Poſſeſs, perhaps it is the 


firſt —You are the only ſtateſman I ever 


knew or read of, who are ſuppoſed really to 
polleſs ſincerity. I will therefore give you 
1 every credit which you can claim, tor having 
fairly avowed in the month of November, F 
1783, that you would ſeize all the patronage 5 
af the Eaſt India Company, both at home 
and abroad. 1 give you credit for lighting 
-: thi: advice of your fr jend Mr. Sheridan. You 


„Were 
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were right not to expunge that eue Te 
clauſe. Money, ſecurities for money, goods, 
houſes, warchouſes, down to locks and 
keys, were meant to be taken, and it 
was fair in you to ſtate your meaning as 
roundly as poſſible. May I not without 
offence, however, preſume, | that you placed f 
very great dependance upon a decided and 
powerful majority in Parliament? You were 
bold when in your own opinion there was 
no danger. The Eaſt India Company, ever 
an object of jealouſy in this country, and 
very juſtly ſo I freely allow, was peculiarly 
ſo at the moment you br ought i in your Bill. 
She was deſcribed as bankrupt, and not as 
bankrupt by the calamities of a war, in 
which the politics of Great-Britain had in- 
volved her; but her diſtreſſes were ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from groſs miſmanagement Ks, 5 
and from corrupt connivance at home. _ 
Such was the advantage with which you 5 
began the attack. Let me now review very 
ſhortly the forces which you brought into 
the field to ſupport you in that attack. 


Eaklx in the year 1783, you forced from 5 
his Majeſty's 8 councils the e of Lanſ- 
downe, 
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dowine, and the Lord Chancellor. rue it 
is, you had not ſtrength to effect this by 
your own adherents ; you therefore called to 
your aſſiſtance a man, whoſe misfortunes * 

lament, and whoſe private virtues 1 revere. 
= That noble Lord, a hoſt in bimſelf, had 


many friends who looked up to him with 


gratitude for favours received: be had alſo 
many more friends of another deſcription, 7 
who looked up to him for future favours. | 
The gentlemen of both theſe deſcr iptions = 
re- echoed with vehemence, the godlike lenti- ; 
ment you utter ed, 5 


&« Tnimicitia 2 amicitie ſempiterne.” E 


Da Lanſdowne 3 not withſtand ſuch 


a combination. He ſaved England by 42 


peace, and, as a reward for ſo great a ſervice, 5 


be was permitted to retire unmoleſted to his 


woods. Of your own adherents, Sir, I ſhall 
ſay but little : amongſt them are to be found 


men of extenſive property, not eminent for 


| ſuperior talents; and men of no property, 


whole companionable qualities endear them 


to all who know them. Theſe deſcriptions : 


of perions compoſed a large major ity in the 
late 


— neat, 


1 


: late Houſe of Commons, on whom you could 
depend, as long as his ene continued 1 


you in office. 


Wurn your ſcheme was opened, the 


country took the alarm : but thoſe who had 
had a nearer opportunity of examining the 
conduct of miniſters, trembled for the con- 
ſtitution. It was aſſerted on the one hand, 
and not contradicted on the other, that your . 
bill aſſumed all the. patronage and all the 
commerce of the Company in every part of 
the world. The only ſecurity we had againſt 
an abuſe of ſuch vaſt powers, was in the 
irreproachable characters of your commiſ- 
ſioners; a majority of them were left to you 
as a legacy by the late Marquis of Rocking- 
ham. Earl Fitzwilliam was his nephew and 
his heir; Mr. Montague, Mr. Gregory, and 
Sir Henry Fletcher, were ſtrenuous members 
of that party. Let me therefore, Sir, ſtating 
what the Marquis did, aſſume for a moment, 
that they would have followed his example. 
One great ſecurity againſt corrupt patronage 
in India is, that the officer and the civil 
ſervice riſe by ſeniority ; and though abuſes 
may prevail, and doubtleſs have prevailed, 
SY even 
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even where this rule is obſerved, ſtill it is 
the beſt poſſible ſecurity that can be deviſed 
againſt the corrupt exerciſe of patronage. 
But fo far was the Marquis of Rockingham 
and his friends above the pain of beſtowing 
a moment's attention upon the juſt rights of 
the Company's ſervants, that in one day, 
in the year 1782, nine young majors were 
5 promoted to the rank of lieutenant- colonels 
in India only, and nine young lieutenant- 
colonels to the rank of colonels in India only 
thereby effectually precluding the old officers _ 
of the Company from every poſſibility of 
command and diſtinction | in dheir own 


ſervice, e 


In the PENG year, 1782, the A of ; 


i Rockinghar, at the requiſition of Mr. Burks, 
agreed to the appointment of his couſin Wil- 

| ham Burke to the office of pay- maſter of the 
king's forces in India. This was, in fact, 
the creation of a new and uſeleſs office; and 
it was beſtowed upon a man wWho had ſtolen 

out to India againſt law; who at the time 

was the avowed agent of an Indian Rajah, 
and was abſolutely incapacitated for fifteen 
months after he received the nation 8 * 
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from executing any ſervice in return, ſup- 
_ poſing there had been any . for him 


to do. = 


Sin Hwy Fletcher, for EY 1 8500 of | 
| patronage, and patronage only, over loaded 
all the eſtabliſhments of the Company in 
India, civil and military, when the war was 
actually at an end. The conſequence is, 
that ſince 1783 to this day, neither a writer 
nor a cadet has been appointed. - 


Nom, Mr. Fox, may I not fie ly beben 


from theſe inſtances, that when the whole 
civil and military patronage of India was 
thrown into the hands of that party which 
had abuſed, as far as they could abuſe, the 
powers formerly entruſted to them, may I 
not ſuppoſe, I ſay, that with India at their 
feet, they would have uſed it for the pur- 
Poſes of their own ambition and future ſe- 
curity ! 4 T he concluſion 1 18 evident. 


Wirnovr entering into any invidious 
examination of the characters of thoſe who 
compoſed what is called the Coalition Ad- 


: miniſtration, I may fairly ay, that they were 


in 
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[ 11 7 
in general men 1 of deſperate bortümett 1 de 
not mean the Cabinet, though even there 
I could point out ſome who with great landed 
Property were univerſally known to have 
f 5 been involved in pecuniary difficulties; but 
I mean principally the ſecond and third | 
ranks, the efficient men of that adminiſtra- 
tion. Of theſe there were many of family, 
without fortune ; and many without either 
flamily or fortune. To ſuch men, conceive 
for a moment what a mine was opened. A 
- thouſand guineas was publicly offered for a 
writer's. appointment ; and if, according to 
Mr. Burgoyne 8 expreſſion on a former oc- 
caſion, the Company's ſervice was rotten ts 
the core, would you have been at a loſs for 
arguments to juſtify a general removal? 
Why, Sir, the incumbrances in Drury-lane 
and the Hay- market, and the mortgage upon a 
Buckinghamſhire freehold, might have been 
cleared in a fortnight. In a word, Mr. Fox, 
your bill veſted ſuch powers of patronage | in 
ſeven men, as cannot be veſted in any men 
without ruin to this conſtitution ; and the 
men in whom you did veſt the power, were 
as likely, from the circumſtances which I 
. have 
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ave mentioned, to abuſe that power, 3 as any 
ſeyen r men in — 


Brrokr your bin had gone through two 


branches of the legiſlature, 1t was perfectiy 
underſtood: we heard, it is true, a great 
deal of nonſenſe about back ſtairs, and ſecret 
influence; but the fact is now generally ac- 
EFEnovwledged, that the Marquis of Bucking- 
5 ham demanded an audience of his Majeſty, 
and openly, avowedly, and unequivocally, 
gave his ſentiments of the bill to the Sove- = 
reign. It is generally acknowledged, that 
in ſo doing the noble Marquis acted conſti- 
tutionally; and as to any means afterwards 


uſed to obtain a majority againſt your bill, 


5 I fancy the activity on the one part could 


not exceed the induſtry « on the other. 


1 Now come to Mr. Pitt's amin 


5 tion. —On its firſt formation, you predicted 5 


its duration not to exceed Twelfth Day; 
but the deluſion, as you termed it, has been 7 
of long continuance. 


Ix the —_ of Auguſt, 1784, Mr. Pitt's 
bill was palled. This bill left to the Eaſt- 
India 
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India Company the entire mann of 
its commerce. It left to the Company all 
appointments to offices, both at home and 
abroad. The miniſter refuſed what the com- 
pany had agreed to concede to him, the 
power of appointing governors, and com- 
manders in chief. The bill veſted in a Board, 
to be nominated by his Majeſty, the controul 
and direction of all powers, civil, . | 
and financial, in India. 53 


wo PROTEST to you, fy. that I 4s; not 


conceive the imagination of man could frame 
a ſyſtem more perfect, attending at the 
ſame time to that juſt jealouſy as to the pa- 


tronage of India, which has marked this, 


and ] truſt will mark _ future Houſe of 


Commons. 3 


Lr us, Mr. Fox, e examine what effects 


this bill has produced. It paſſed in the 
month of Auguſt 1784. In the March pre- 
ceding, the ſword was completely ſheathed 
in India. In that month, a peace was con- 


cluded with the laſt, and the moſt formidable 


of our enemies, Tippoo Sultaun ; and we 
wu the ſatisfaction to reflect, that through | 


J 3 an 
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an arduous ſtruggle, 5 an hoſt of foes, 
| India had been ** eſer "ed. to Great-Britain. 4 


2 one a the Gn moment, cconomi- 


cal retrenchments were forming in Great- 

Britain, and carrying into effect in India 
and although I am willing to allow the Board | 
of Controul the merit of great attention to 

the affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, yet 
I utterly deny them that merit which their 

= partiſans have aſſumed for them, * mean the 

merit of ſaving to the Company a million 

and a half ſterling. in their annual expendi- 
ture in India. They have the merit of a- ; 
proving what was done in India by the Com- 
pany's ſervants, and in Great-Britain by the 
Court of Directors, and no more. 


Ir cannot be denied, but that the King's 
miniſter, or the commiſſioners, for they are 
in fact the ſame, poſſeſſed that influence in 
the direction which miniſters ever have poſ- | 
ſeſſed. In fact, the King's miniſter has al- 
moſt invariably appointed to the high fitua- 

tions in India, Mr. Haſtings was four ſeve- | 


ral times appointed governor-general of Ben- 


gal, by the legillature, on the recommenda- 


tion 
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tion of Lord North. Mr. Wheler, Mr. Sta- 
bles, and Sir John Macpherſon, were ap- 


pointed members of the ſupreme council, on 
the recommendation, or through the influ- 
ence of Lord North. The ſame influence 
placed Sir Eyre Coote at the head of the 
army, and ſent Sir Thomas Rumbold, and . 
Sir Hector Munro to Madras: g and it was 
once a very ſtrong complaint which you, - 
Mr. Fox, made againſt your friend Lord 


Sandwich, that he had acquired ſuch a cor- - 


# er. 


1 AFFIRM, that Pen 8 at 
the India-houſe has been leſs ſince Mr. Pitt's 
bill paſſed, than at any former period. Gene- 
ral Sloper was appointed to Bengal, and Sir 5 


rupt influence in the Eaſt-India Company, 
that he was enabled to counteract every effort 
which you made to remove him from the 


* John Dalling to Madras, without any re- 


4975 . | | | Stables, 


commendation from the miniſter, and I bes. 
lieve in direct oppoſition to his wiſhes. The 
ſubſequent appointments of Earl Cornwallis, 
Sir Archibald Campbell, and General Mea- 

: dows, were in fact Mr. Pitt's appointments, 
in the — that Mr. Wheler's, Mr. 


| [ 16 © i 
: Stables”, , and Sir John Macpherſon's, s, were 
li Lord North's. But is there no difference 
between allowing the Miniſter to retain that 
Ill | ſpecies of influence at the India-houſe, which 
| a miniſter always has had, and throwing the 
1 eentire patronage, both in India and in Great- 
[UF Britain, into the hands of ſeven com- 
miſſioners ? Fo SOV 


— . e 
3 
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=_ Tur tranquillity that reigns in the Car- 
=: natic, the increaſe of Population and of 
In 6: 5 cultivation, the extinction of parties, and 
11 ä ſatisfaction ſo ſtr ongly expreſſed by the I 
old Nabob, are proofs that the deciſion as to 
his debts was a wile « one. That many bonds 
were granted by the old man, not for moneß 
received, I believe; but unleſs he will him 
© ef diſcriminate thoſe from the reſt, which 
bes earneſtly deſired to do, I ſee not the 
| e . poſſibility of diſcovering by any other means 
| INS what bonds were bona fide granted for money 
xckc,ᷣeceived, and what were gratuitouſly given 
. by the Nabob, to their original holders. WS 


* . Tur next important act in the dlminifirs 
tion of India, was that moſt falutary law, 


16 . I which the powers of the eenendl! a india 


wer c 


E 


were conſiderably enlarged.” the Veheficial 


effects of this ſyſtem we now experience. 
1 Great power, and great reſponſibility are 
no lodged where they ought” to remain. 


The patronage of India, 1 is where Only it can 


be ſafely placed, in India; and tlie legiſla- 

ture has guarded, as far as human wiſdom 

3 call guard, againſt even an improper exer- 

daſſe of patronage in India. Offices and 
ſlalaries are claſſed attention to ſeniority 1 is 

_ ſtrictly enjoined—nor have I heard a ſingle 
inſtance of partiality in the diſpoſal of offices 
attributed to Earl Cornwallis fince his ac | 

: ceſſion to N cls e e 55 


' cou now de that ſubſet” which: the 


J. o6calioned the late diſcuſſions in both Houſes : 
of Parliament, and in Leadenhall- ſtreet. 


Ar ara Sir Archibald Campi was ap- 


, pointed Governor of Madras, he was Employed. 2 
do form the ſeveral military eſtabliſhments in 
India. Theſe were ſubmitted to the Court 


of Directors, and are printed by order of the 


1 Houſe of Commons. Some Gentlemen in 
the Direction, whoſe ideas differed from thoſe 
of General Campbell, propoſed that the 


5 plans 


1 
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plans ſhould- be ſubmitted to Mr. . 
who had lately returned from Bengal. His. 
remarks are alſo, printed: and his opinions 
coinciding with | thoſe of the Directors, it was 
determined to add one third to the number of 
Europeans, in Bengal, more than thoſe which 
Mr. Campbell had propoſed. The Board of 
Controul demurred at firſt, but afterwards 
adopted the alterations; and the eſtabliſhment 
of Bengal was fixed at about five thouſand = 
Europeans, andthirty-ſix battalions of e 


GxxxRal Capps 8 e for ; 
Bombay, was far beyond the ability of that : 
unproductive. iſland to ſupport ; and for 


Madr as, it was ſo large as to abſorb the whole 


of its revenues. Fortunately it is ſtill an 
eſtabliſhment upon paper only, and n 
8 paper only 1 oy it will 1 remain. 


Lam year, when v we halts expend a war, 


the attention -of the King's miniſters was 


naturally. turned to India. Is it criminal in 
them to endeavpur to correct an error as ſoon | 
as they diſcover it? They did diſcover, that 
the European force in India was too low, for 
the importance and value of that empire to 


Great- 


8 . 
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, Great-Bri tain, and for the dangers to which 
it ne N be N Ps 


Now, Mr. Fox, let me put this plain 


| 4550 to you. The Board of Controul in 


178. 5 M military eſtabliſhment for India, 


in virtue of the powers veſted 1 in them by 
law. The Directors think it too ſmall at 
i Bengal; they tell the Commiſſioners they ; 
think ſo; the Commiſſioners conſent to in- 
: creaſe the Europeans one-third. Tr ge 


IN 1 787, the Com think: with the 


addition of that third, that it is ſtill too ſmall | 
a force, and they require a conſiderable addi- 
tion. I aſk you then, if they had the power 
to fix a ſmall eſtabliſhment | in 1785, had 
they not alſo the power to fix a larger in 


1787, if upon better information, or froma 


more per fect knowledge of the ſubject, they i 


were enabled to correct their former e errors? 4 


In fact, the true ; queſtion is 18, not der 


they had the power, but whether they exer- 


ciſed that power properly; whether they did, or 


did not ſacrifice the intereſts of the Eaſt-India 
Company, 1 In adding ſo many more king's 


O == officers 
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officers to their eſtabliſhment; md whathey 
ſuch additions were made from a patriotic 
attention to the public ſervice, or from a 
 wiſhto increaſe their own patronage. It is ex- 
traor dinary that theſe queſtions have never uh - 
been argued. I will therefore aſſume it as a 
fact, that from ſome documents before you, | 
LE | which I am ignorant, you were convinced 
that the Company could not have raiſed 
eighteen hundred men in the month of 
October laſt, and that the great difficulty £ 
of the whole 1s removed, by the arrangement 
that has taken place, as to the rank of the 
Company's officers, who, although they are 
not relieved to the full extent of their peti- 
tion, have received very great relief indeed; 
and in one point, full and complete relief, — 
I mean from that intolerable grievance which 
was impoſed upon them by that adminiſtra- 
tion, in which you bore a conſiderable ſhare, 
in 1782, when brevet local rank was granted 


to 8 of bis Majeſty s field pllicers. 


Ir was almoſt Wee in ſo many e 
ceſſive debates on an Indian queſtion, not ta 
allude to a certain great cauſe now depending 


in Weſtminſter-Hall. In me, however, it 


would 
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would be highly indecent to venture a word : 

4 upon this delicate ſubject; but to a ſimple 
matter of fact I may ſpeak, and to that fact 
n 1 am ſure 1 ſhall have your aſſent. | 


You tive 150 represented as ſtanding 


forth in the preſent moment as the avenger of 


the wrongs of oppreſſed millions, and as 

3 relieving the miſeries of thoſe, who can only 
| repay you by their prayers to Heaven. Tae 
zs jargon, this is nonſenſe, Mr. Fox, which 
: you have manlineſs enough to deſpiſe for 
you know It is not true, in any one ſenſe of 
the word. What you would have done, had 
your Bill paſſed, J cannot preſume to ſay; 
but what Mr. Pitt has done 1 know, and * 
wil proceed. to ſtate it.— 


115 has raiſed the ſtock of the Eaſt India ä 
Company from one hundred and eighteen to 
one hundred and ſeventy ; but 1 deny, that 


in fo doing, he has no more merit than 5 
1 what is due to him for raiſing the three per 


cents. from fifty-five to ſeventy-ſix.— For if 
b 4 preamble of your Bill were true, that 
* diſorders of an alarming nature prevailed in 
' India, and were increaſing, and that the 
affairs of India would fall into utter ruin, if 
Wh a fitting 


1 | 
a fitting remedy were not inſtantly provided ; 
then to Mr. Pitt is due the credit of providing 

that fitting remedy. Will you accept this, 
or will you allow me to ſay that your pre- 


12 


Tur Ni fact Would be moſt unqueſtion- 


ably, that had your preamble been true, the 


merits of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas are be- 
yond all praiſe. It could not be diſputed, 
that they have found that ** fit and becoming 
« remedy,” which has prevented our affairs 
from falling © into utter ruin ;” and they 
5 would have the additional merit of having 
done all this, without giving the conſtitution 
ſuch. a wound as it could never have ſur- 
vived. Better India be loſt, than that the 

5 kberties of ce be overturned, 1 


We are now advanced to that particular 
ſtage of Indian enquiries, which mocks all 

oratory. A pathetic ſpeech may be made 
a lady may faint the moſt exquiſite ſorrow 
may be affected, when the imaginary ſufferings 
of millions are deſcribed, by thoſe wo 
5 iſe both the laws of God and man; who 

an ke the diſtreſſes of hundreds unmoved; 


who, 


amble w was alle: one or the other 1 muſt 5 5 
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who, in many inſtances, may occaſion thoſe 

diſtreſſes, by contracting debts which they 
have not the moſt diſtant proſpect of paying. 

Vet, Mr. Fox, the public judgment muſt be 
governed hereafter by their opinion of facts, 
which ſhall be proved beyond the power of 
contradiction. ' Let me try your preamble 
by this teſt, and I challenge the whole world 


= contradict ei one aſſertion that I ſhall 
make. 5 


"On FS 7 of Nownlge, 178: 35 your i 


preamble ſtated, © that diſorders of an . 


--.4; alar ming nature ory magnitude had long 


e prevailed, and do ſtill continue and in- 


« creaſe; and that the affairs of the Com- 
0 E would probably fall into utter ruin, 


if an immediate and fitting remedy were : 
80 not Pr ovided. 


Tur no mantis and fitting remedy : 
has been provided to this day, you have con- 
ſtantly aſſerted. Let me therefore ſtate how 


we have exiſted 1 in India without it. At the i 
moment you brought 3 in your Bill, hoſtilities 5 


had ceaſed in every part of Indoſtan; and 
peace upon terms Lane, honourable, and 
advantageous, 


1 


advantageous, had been coneluded with every 
European and native power in India, except 

Tippoo Sultaun. With him a negociation | 
had commenced, and the peace was K 88 in 

the month of March following. 


Is el 11 its A et e e es 
joyed, at the time your Bill was brought in, 


the moſt perfect tranquility—the natives | | 


| were then, as they are now, © the happieſt, FS 
and beſt protected ſubjects in India.” Our 
ö Treaſury was indeed low; but that was the 


natural conſequence of having ſent ſix mil- 


lions ſterling to Madras and Bombay, dur- | 
ing the late arduous war. What Mr. Haſtings : 


: | predicted very ſoon after your Bill was 


before the Houſe of Commons, has in fact 


| h happened. He ventured to aſſure the Court 


of Directors, in the month of December, 


1783, that a very few years of Peace would 


effectually relieve Bengal from all its incum- 
brances.— Of the ſtate of Madras I ſhall ſay 
but little. Your opinion of the relative 
rights of the N abob of Arcot, and the Rajah 5 
of Tanjore, you have naturally imbibed from 


Mr., Burke. His ſentiments reſpecting them _ 


are very. well known ; and a clauſe | in his 


1 1 


Subſidiary Bill was admirably calculated to = = 


prevent that tranquility which now happily 
_ reigns upon the coaſt of Coromandel. Bom 


bay was in 1783, a dead load upon us. —It 


is ſo, ſtill; and it is beyond the ingenuity 
of either Mr. Fox or Mr. Pitt, to make it 
otherwiſe, I affirm, therefore, with confi 


dence, that though you aſſerted India to be 
in a dangerous ſtate, you totally failed in 
your proof ; and though you predicted utter 


+ mn your Bill aid not paſs, yet the actual 


ſtate of India now, and for ſome years paſt, = 
- moſt fully refutes your aſſertion, „„ 


In the arduous firugele for power, which 1 


followed the rejection of your Bill, India was 195 


totally forgotten But did any bad conſe- 


5 quence follow? At length Mr. Pitt became . | 


firmly eſtabliſhed in his office. He met this 


” Parliament with a new. India Bill, and it : 


n into a law 1 in Auguſt, 27 94. 


Denen the progreſs of both bills 3 


i the Houſe of Commons, we heard ſeveral 


= admirable diſſertations upon government; 
and I, for one, fully ſubſcribe to your excel - 


lent doctrine, that all —— are, or 
323 ought 


1 * 


6 ought t to be, eſtabliſhed for the happlagk . 


the governed. But in contradiction to this 


excellent principle, the Britiſh government 5 


in India is moſt unqueſtionably eſtabliſhed 
for the benefit of Great-Britain. In all the 
ſucceſſions of miniſters and directors, from 


dur firſt acquiſition of Bengal to the preſent 1 


moment, however humane we may be in 
theory, I have obſerved, that every miniſter 


has ſhewn a laudable zeal to turn to the beſt 5 


advantage for the public, the vaſt revenues 
5 which we © enjoy in  Indoſtan, | | 


r your ſeven e den would * 

EY done, 1 vill not pretend to ſay; but what 
the preſent Board of Controul have done, 
I know; and I think you will agree with 


me, that the following ſtate of their tranſ- 1 


actions f 18 Rncty conſonant to tr uth, 


Wer \ were told by, Mr. Burke, that in ithe 


year 1772, the government of Bengal ex- 
poſed all the nobility and country gentlemen 


00 great kingdom to ſale. This was de- 


ſcribed as one of the moſt wicked and wanton 
acts of tyranny and arbitrary power ever 


practiſed 1 in ny country; and o undoubt- 13 


elly 


K 


edly it would have been, were the fat 


really ſo. 


"Yau are now, Sir, ſufficiently _Y in 
” otiental learning, to know, that in Indoſtan 
the lands are the property of the ſovereign, 
| You muſt know alſo, that a zemindar i is an 

officer of government appointed to collect 
'| the rents on the part of government. ä 

mämuſt have heard alſo, that the directors . 

home, and many of our beſt-· informed coun- 
trymen in India, actually believed in the 

year 1772, that Mahomed Reza Cawn had 
defrauded the Company of many millions 

| ſterling, and that the only poſſible mode by 

' which the Company could attain a knowledge 

of the actual value of the lands, was by let- 

ting them to the higheſt bidder. It was in 


vain however to repreſent. a word upon this 


. ſubject while you were 1n the plenitude of = 
your power. Mr. Burke, who was never in 
India, and Mr. Francis, who, though fix - 
years there, never could ſpeak a ſyllable to 
a Zemindar in his own language, (and a 
Jemindar knows no other) theſe gentlemen, 


I fay, had formed an ingenious ſyſtem, from 


is which! it would have been treachery to depart. 
D 2 Wit 
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Wirn theſe ſtrong ideas of tlie rights of 


Ziemindars, the preſent Board of Controul 
ſiucceeded to the ſuperintendance and direction 


of the revenues of Bengal. But mark, I 
pray you, the difference between theory and 


practice; they have ordered that ſyſtem to 


be adopted, the wiſdom of which was never 


8 diſputed, and which in fact has been pre- "+ 


ciſely the ſyſtem purſued ſince the Engliſh 


have managed the revenues of Bengal ; that 


is, that in all practicable inſtances the lands 
ſhall be let to Zemindars. In Bengal there 


are four very large zemindaries, Burdwan, | 


Dinagapore, Rajeſhay, and Nuddea. In the 
two firſt, the zemindars are minors, the 
third belongs to a woman, and the fourth 


1 only can be . by the zemindar himſelf. 7 


In theſe, as 10 all the in den the 
amount of the ſettlement, or rent, 1s fixed by 
: government ; the zemindar has the firſt op- 


tion, but if he refuſes to take it, either the 


collection is made Rhaſs, that is, govern- 


ment by its own officers collects the rents, 


or it is let to a farmer. At the preſent mo- 
ment, almoſt the whole province of Bahar 


is let to farmers, by a ſettlement formed by = 


Mr. 
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Mr. Shore; and above one half of the pro- 


* vince of Bengal is let to farmers. The late 5 
conſultations are filled with inſtances of the 


diſpoſſeſſion of zemindars, and the ſale of 
their property, to make good their arrears of 


rent to government; and almoſt the laſt re- 
venue act which we have received from Bengal, 
ſanctioned by Lord Cornwallis, was the ſale 


e of a part of the zemindary of the Rannee of N 
1 5 Rajeſhay, becauſe the had fallen i in arrears - 
in her rents. ; 


Wurn ha Mr. Dondas aſſerted, that Z 


1 the Board of Controul had given ſecurity to 
OO landholders 1 in Bengal, Iwas much pleaſed = 


to hear you call out for the proofs of that 
| aſſertion. The landholders have, in fact, the 
fame ſecurity for that ſpecies of property 
which they hold in the land, that they have 
had at any one time. One very beneficial 


regulation they have indeed ordered to be 
enforced, but that regulation has been re- 
Ipeatedly recommended from Bengal; it is | 
| this, that the lands ſhould be let at fixed 


rents, upon very long leaſes. They have 
the merit alſo of reſiſting the ingenious rea- 
_— of a ſpeculative man, Mr. James 


Grant, 
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Grant, who has confidently fred, that the 


zemindars of Bengal have defrauded govern- 85 
ment of a very large ſum annually; ; and 


they have the merit alſo (if my information 


on this point be true) of declaring that they 
will give the zemindars of Bengal certain 
rights in the ſoil, which the government of 
Bengal have ae declared 7 do not 3 
: pn” | 


| From this ſhort account it will appear 
clearly evident, that the Board of Controul | 


have made no alteration in the revenue 


Fhyſtem, except that which was recommended 
. ſome years ago from Bengal. „ 


5 Ir vou examine our foreign ſyſtem, yon 
Will find it preciſely the ſame that it has been 
for ſome years paſt. No propoſition has 
been made for the reſtoration of Cheyt Sing. 
On the contrary, the government of Bengal 

has, by the laſt diſpatch, aſſured the Direc- 

tors, that the province of Benares is in a 
moſt flouriſhing ſtate, and that the revenues 


will be fully realized. The Directors and 


the Board of Controul in reply, have ex- 
preſſed their great fatisfaction at this intelli- 
gence, 


Ano 
_ gence, and deſire every attention may be 


uſed, to preſerve the intereſt which the 
Company has! in that valuable Rona, 


Lov 1 us vals © on to Oude, and the exten- = 

ſive dominions of the Nabob Vizier; you 
will find that the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed the 31ſt 

of December, 1783, has been rigidly ad- 


hered to. We have received all arrears from 


the Nabob; we protect his dominions from 
foreign invaſion, and he pays us for the 5 
doe employed for this purpoſe, and all 
incidental expences, | fifty lacks | of ſicca 


rupees. ; 


Hyver Bro Kitan, of whom we have 
heard ſo much, is ſtill his miniſter, and was 
received by Earl Cornwallis with every pol- 


ible mark of attention and regard. 


AFTER this ſhort detail,” allow me to 
affirm, Mr. Fox, that Bengal was at no time 
in danger of falling into utter ruin; that the 
temporary diſtreſſes to which it was ſubject 
were occaſioned by the politics of Great- 
Britain ; and that by its own vigour and 


exertions it had actually relieved itſelf from 


—— — re On ow 
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thoſe diftreſſes, at the very moment han: 
you perſuaded the people of England, that 
India was ruined, and when you ſunk the 
ſtock in one day from one hundred and + 
5 3 to one hundred and — fs 


| A pew words before I conclude upon the 


5 difference between the two celebrated Bills— 


| We have the experience of four years that . 
India can be preſerved, and that it can 


flouriſh under the ſyſtem. eſtabliſhed by . 
8 Mr. Pitt's Bill We have the experience of 


two years, that the extraordinary powers 


5 granted to Earl Cornwallis and Sir Archibald 


Campbell, are in the higheſt degree bene 


e Mr. Burke told us, when they 5 
were granted, that they went to eſtabliſh _ 
_ defpotiſm and arbitrary power. I have ſince 


been aſked by fifty people, Don't you 
think what Burke ſaid about arbitrary 
* power in Weſtminſter-Hall, was vaſtly 


= de fine?” Yet, though I abhor the idea of 


5 arbitrary power in Great-Britain, I know 
that our governments in India ever have poſ- 7 
ſeſſed, and ever muſt poſſeſs it: and I am 
better pleated that it ſhould reſt as it does 


now, 


E 


no, in a governor, than in the majority of 55 
3 council. 


1 un 95 then, as perfected by Mr. 


5 Pitt, for the government eee 
that our governors, taking the reſponſibility 


upon themſelves, ſhould have the power of 


acting according to the dictates of their own 5 


5 F in wall 1 caſes of OOO 


Tur in the e diſpoſal. of cet in India, ; 


: | ſeniority ſhould be attended to as ſtrictly as 8 


T poſſible; but that at all events the patronage 5 
. 0 8 ſhould be Spa of in India. 


| Tuar the nie to be given away 
in England, ſhould all be at the diſpoſal of 
the Court of Directors. By them all con- 


tracts for exports are made—all offices at 


the India-Houſe are filled—all ſhips are ap- = 


pointed to voyages—and when Sir Henrx 


Fletcher's ſupernumeraries no longer exiſt, 
by the Directors will all cadets and writers 
be appointed. Poſſibly a member of the 


Board of Controul may be able to get a good 


Bengal voyage. I know we have a Henry 3 
Dundas, and a Melville Se a Pitt, and 
2 8 = a Wil- 


TT 


a William Pitt, a Lord Mulgrave, and a 
Lord Walſingham, amongſt our ſhips; but 
it can only be by procuring the nomination 


of one of the Directors — an influence Which 


Lord North, and every other miniſter en- 
1 5 Joyed | in the lame manner. 


| By your bill there wan no check of any 
kind eſtabliſhed. ' Your commithioners had 
the entire removal of every pen! in office, 


either at home or abroad. They had the | 
power of making as many new appointments, 
S creating as many new offices, as they ſhould 1 


think proper. They were ſubject to no con- 
troul. The Proprietors had the permiſſion 
to aſſemble once in three months, to hear 


their accounts read to them. The natural 5 
conſequence of this great change would have 


been, that the patronage of India, and of 
Great-Britain as connected with India, was 
gone from Leadenhall-ſtreet for ever. I have 


net only my dividend to receive upon the 


preſent ſyſtem, but I may look forward to 
the appointment of a ſon or a nephew to 
India hereafter, through my connections in 
Leadenhall-ftreet. Many other proprietors 
have the ſame e proſpects. But could we have 
3 gone 


1 


gone to rocks 8, to Drury-lane, or to 
Beaconsfield ? Yet we muſt have gone there 
to ſolicit for appointments, bad your Bill 
pales into a law. 


e who has the welfare of his 
country at heart, muſt ſincerely rejoice that 


the late ample diſcuſſions have taken place 


in Parliament. The country Gentlemen were 
alarmed, perhaps more than the occaſion 


Lo, warranted ; yet if there was an error, it was 


on the ſafe ſide. N proves to me, 1 _ 
Company's Charter muſt be renewed; 


He can the imagination of man conceive any . 
| poſlible mode by which India can be retained | 


under the dominion of Great- Britain, unleſs 
through the medium of a company, without - 
danger to our liberties, 5 


Colon EL Barns Kren very juſtly. 
and with great accuracy, the various channels 
into which the patronage at preſent ran. 
The miniſter has called upon us to watch 

him and his colleagues; and there never will 
be wanting in this or in any future Houſe 
of Commons, men Who Will have lagacity 


to 


T 26 ] 
to detect every attempt that ſhall be a by 
the Board of Controul, to encroach upon 


that patronage, which the law has ee in 
the hands of the Eaſt-India Company. 


1 am, sin, - 


der moſtobedient | 


| humble Servant, 


March 25, 1788. 
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